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constitution,1 and, enriched by divers gifts and pres-
ents, entered upon the rank of the priestly office in
such wise that he was wholly devoted in will and act to
the works of almsgiving and compassion, so far as he
had power under the severity of the rule and of the
monastic life, and that he always anticipated the hours
of the nightly vigils, and occupied himself diligently in
the toilsome service of prayer. Anger did not steal
away his patience, nor rage shake his forbearance; lust
subdued not his continence, nor dici gluttony dishonor
his abstinence; but he so subdued himself to every
frugality of fasting, that, drinking neither wine nor
strong drink/2 he imitated the fathers of the two testa-
ments, and might say, with the distinguished teacher
of the Gentiles, " I keep under my body and bring it
into subjection: lest that by any means, when i have
preached to others, I myself should be a castaway.31'a

1  Forbidding elevation to the priesthood before the age of thirty,

2  Deuteronomy, xxix, 6; Judges, xili, 4, 7, 14; Luke, i, 15.

3  I Corinthians, ix, 27.